Olodiua chosen jEdile.                    265
privately laughed at as " Cato's ape , " the unfortunate Dion was made away with, and Pom-
B n fifl
pey took Ptolemy into his owu house and openly entertained him there Pompey would himself perhaps have undertaken the restoration, but the Senate was jealous His own future was growing uncertain , and eventually, without asking for a consent which the Senate would have lefused to give, he sent his guest to Syria with a charge to hia friend Gabmms to take him back on his own responsibilityT
The killing of envoys and the taking of hush-money by senators weie, as Favonms had said, too common to attract much notice, but the affair of Ptolemy, like that of Jugurtha, had obtained an infamous notoriety The Senate was execrated Pompey himself fell in public esteem His overseership of the granaries had as yet brought in no corn He had been too busy over the Egyptian matter to attend to it Clearly enough there would now have been a revolution m Rome, but for the physical force of the upper classes with then bands of slaves and clients.
The year of Milo's tribunate being over, Clodius was chosen aedile without further trouble, and, instead of being the victim of a prosecution, he at once impeached Milo for the interruption of the Comitia on the 18th of November Milo appealed to answer on the 2d of February, but there was another riot, and the meeting was broken up On the 6th the
1 For the details of this story see Dion Cassias, lib xzxix capp 12-16 Compare Cicero ad Familuu es, lib i Bpist 1-2 Curious subterranean influences seem to have been at work to save the Senate from the infamy of restoring Ptolemy Verses were discovered in the Sibylline Books directing that if an Egyptian king came to Rome as a suppliant, he was to be entertained hospitably, but was to have no active help Perhaps Cicero was concerned in this